
Transcript of Utopia & Revolution Seminar 

Graduate Theological Union 

Berkeley, California 

January 1971 

 

prepared by Erik Olin Wright 

 

 

From 1968-1971 I was enrolled in the Starr King School of the Ministry, a Unitarian-Universalist 
seminary in Berkeley, California. My reason for enrolling, like that of many young men of the 
time, was to avoid being drafted into the military during the Viet Nam war. For the first two 
years of my formal enrollment I studied history at Balliol College, Oxford (on a separate 
scholarship), so I was only actually present on the campus in Berkeley for one year. 

In January of 1971 I organized a seminar called “Utopia & Revolution” at the Graduate 
Theological Union, a consortium of seminaries in Berkeley. No faculty members were involved 
in the seminar, although we did get academic credit for participating in the course. In the spirit 
of the times, it was initiated by students for our own collective education. I tape recorded each 
session of the seminar and then typed up a transcript and made copies for all of the students at 
the next session so that we would all have a permanent record of what we discussed. 
Sometimes I added supplementary materials in these handouts, and sometimes other students 
gave me things to include in the handout.  

What follows is the complete transcript of all of the sessions along with whatever else was 
included.   

 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































